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August 14, 1973

TISHA B'AV IS TOO A FESTIVAL

by Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

We have just last week finished observing the saddes day in the Jewish
Calendar, Tisha B'Av. This holiday éommemorates the destruction of
both Temples, the final taking of Bar Kochba's last fortress Betar,
the expulsion of the Jews from Spain and many other tragedies which
have pappened in Jewish history. Yet surprisingly enough this Fast
Day %L referred to in the Code of Jewish Law as a festival, a moed.
And ﬁecause it is a festival certain prayers which are normally said

on a/Fast Day are omitted. 1In_.fact even certain supplicatory prayers
/ . s
whi#h are said everyday are 6mitted on Tisha B'Av because it is a

feﬁtival. What sense does this make? 'How can this sad holiday by

f
any stretch of-the imagination be considered a festival? It seems
/

to/ me that the answer to these questions lie in the famous phrase
"All who mourn for Jerusalem will be worthy to see her rebuilt" and
the idea that the future Messiah will be born on Tisha B'Av. Our
suffering does serve some purpose if only to correct ourselves, to
return us to life's trué purposes. In othere words, there’is a
remedy for suffering; there is hope, what we do does matter. That
just as when we do wrong we bring suffering to ourselves and others

religion so wheh we do good we bring joy to

ourselves and others ar‘d honor to our religion and beliefs.
|

and degradation to our

Unfortunately in our déy there are far too many people who fail to

realize this., To them: life if purposeless. a chaos of events and moods
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They}suffer terribly because to theﬁ their suffering has no purpose.
The world can in no way benef;t from their suffering. They suffer
for/:o reason. To them Tlshd/B 'AV speaks. prue there is suffering
in #he world. But just as we have caused much suffering by our
owé negligence sO can we by our positive acts of goodness caﬁse

mﬁéh joy. Tisha B'Av is too a festival. Our gsuffering does have

meaning.




